Ashton Keynes Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 9th May 2012


Present: Cllrs I Woods (Chairman), M Carter, J Freeth, J Hughes, M Jackson, S Jefferson, R Thomas and D Wingrove
2012/62
To accept apologies for Absence



Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr C Soden and Cllrs M Seymour, A Stefanovic and E Tidmarsh
2012/63
Declarations of Interest on items on the Agenda



There were no declarations of interest.
2012/64
To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11th April 2012


The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th April 2012 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
2012/65
Matters arising from the Minutes
The Clerk said Malcolm Beaven, has put him in touch with Paul Galpin, the Wiltshire Council Development Control Engineer, who is discussing the Bus Stop replacement with three men from the Passenger Transport Section.  Repositioning of the bus shelter formed part of the Village Shop Planning Application and remains ongoing at this time.  Cllr S Jefferson asked the Clerk to chase up the item and, if Wiltshire Council approves the Parish Council replacing the shelter, to contact the Contractor that built the pavement outside the Shop to do the work.










Action: The Clerk

2012/66
Approve 2011 – 2012 Accounts for Audit

The Clerk said the internal audit of the 2011-2012 accounts had been completed by Trevor Heath, on the 27th April 2012.  The Chairman passed the Audit document to the members to view the figures and ask any questions of the Responsible Finance Officer.  There being no questions, approval for the Chairman and the Clerk to sign the Audit document was proposed by Cllr J Freeth, seconded by Cllr S Jefferson and unanimously agreed by the members. 
2012/67
Clerk’s Report


The Clerk gave the following report:  
•
He began by saying that the Annual Parish Meeting was poorly attended and that very few people had left him their annual reports.  He said that he still needed six reports; namely the School Governors, Millennium Green Trust, Playing Fields Committee, Minerals Liaison Working Group, the Pre-School and the VH Management Committee.  He said he would be actively pursuing those responsible for the reports after the  meeting.

·  He had received a letter from CPRE informing him that their AGM will be on 16th May at 6.00pm in Derry Hill Village Hall.  He said that if any member wished to attend, he had the paperwork with him.
·  He said he was still arguing with Wiltshire Council about the amount of Section 106 money they are holding for us.  He believed that their figures were wrong by £2000 plus, he said he would be pursuing.
· He said his last item, as usual, was to ask for their wish list of work for the Local Highway and Streetscene Community Team to undertake this month. He said this will be recorded and passed on to Wiltshire Highways Partnership.  
2012/59
Financial Transactions
Payments Made:

    The Council noted that the following payments had been made:

· AK Village Hall (Mar Room Rental)
£      34.00

· Aeshton Services (Grasscutting of Verges)
£    110.00

· Thames Tree Services (Tree Surgery)
£    360.00

· Medals for School (Contribution)
£    190.00

· Royal Mint (Purchase of Medals)
£    605.00

· Mr I Woods (Jubilee Printing)
£    183.26

· WALC & NALC (Annual Subscription)
£    442.09

· Clerk’s Salary (Apr)
£    626.44 

· Clerk’s Expenses (Apr)
£      88.96

· County Marquees (Deposit)
£  1027.38

2012/60
Committees, Working Groups and Representatives’ Reports
The Chairman invited members to give their reports:









Planning Committee
Cllr R Thomas reported that the Planning Application to carry out tree work at 4 Kent End had been given permission.  However, the Planning Committee had a number of objections to the Planning Application for building work at 4 Kent End and had asked County Cllr C Soden to ‘call in’ the Application. 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group

Cllr M Jackson reported that he was now the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group and had been doing some work on the Plan.  The Chairman recommended speaking to the Clerk of Sherston Parish Council to enquire what approach they were taking.  He also said a Wiltshire Forum on the subject of a Neighbourhood Plan was being arranged, but didn’t know when or where.  The Chairman said it was vital to reach beyond our Parish Boundary when gathering information, to which Cllr Jackson said he would be raising a dialogue with our neighbours.  Cllr Jackson also said he would report back at next month’s Parish Council meeting and recommend whether or not the compiling of a Neighbourhood Plan was feasible by the Parish Council.

Playing Fields Committee

The Chairman reported that he had bought a Ransom tractor with front grasscutting equipment from Denbigh, which he said he was very pleased with.  The Chairman said that in the future if the Parish Council is going to continue to cut the grass, the current equipment should be replaced with modern equipment.  On the subject of the salt Spreader, he thought the equipment should be spreading grit instead of salt.

Greener Village Working Group


Cllr M Carter reported that there were now three households who had taken advantage of the opportunity to have their properties checked for hot spots.  He thought that the word was now spreading via neighbours who have had their houses checked. 

School Governors


Cllr D Wingrove reported that the School had recently received its OFSTED report, which he read it out.  Essentially, the report said the School was doing a good job, to which the Chairman asked Cllr Wingrove to convey the congratulations of the Parish Council to the School.
2012/61
Water Main Renewal
The Chairman said that he had been informed that the project was progressing well and should finish on time at the end of June.
2012/62
Clerk’s Appraisal


The Chairman reported that he and Cllr S Jefferson had recently conducted the Clerk’s annual Appraisal, in accordance with the Standing Orders and using the National Association of Local Council’s model Appraisal Form.  Their conclusion was that the Clerk had performed his duties considerably in excess of the expectations of his office; they recommended his salary increment be raised by one Spinal Column Point from 1st April 2012, which was agreed.  
2012/63
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

The Chairman said the Diamond Jubilee Committee had much of the planning for the Jubilee weekend in place.  The Marquee had been ordered for the ‘Coronation Ball’ on Bradstone and Cllr D Wingrove would be running the bar.  The Beacon on the Church would be lit at 10.15pm.  The planning for the Floral Arrangements for the Church, the Arts and Crafts Exhibition in the Village Hall and the Big Lunch on the High Road are all progressing well.  The Clerk has paid a contribution towards the cost of the Primary School children all receiving a Jubilee Commemorative Medal and a similar contribution will be given to the Pre-School children.
2012/64
Village Shop Update
Cllr J Hughes said that he had just received the financial report for April and the Village Shop is making a healthy profit.
The Chairman agreed to the following subjects being raised:
· Cllr D Wingrove asked if an acknowledgement of Di Juniper’s good work as Editor of the Parish Newsletter could be sent to her by the Parish Council.
· Cllr S Jefferson said the Cross by the White Hart was in a poor state.  The Chairman said it would be looked at in conjunction with the War Memorial in the Churchyard.  The Chairman said that he had received one quote for the repair work on the Memorial, but needed two more quotes to get a donation from the Heritage Trust.  The Chairman said the item would be placed on the Agenda of a future meeting.
.





The business of the meeting was concluded at 9.35pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 13th June 2012, commencing at 7.45pm
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